THE LEADER STJTE

THE vision of many politicians does not go beyond Central and
western Europe, and they consider the relations between Germany
and France as the burning question of European politics. For the
political geographer, on the other hand, the political situation of the
present time is determined primarily by the abnormal reparationing
of the political spaces and of the forces conferred together with those
spaces. The political equilibrium, a hoary, age-old dream of Euro-
pean politicians, is only a meaningless word when the Russian Empire
is forty-five times as large as Germany or France, or when Germany
with its colonies continues to be only one-eighth the size of the
British Empire. And, nevertheless, it is more than a meaningless
word, for the effort to restore the equilibrium in this inequality is the
disturbing factor of our time. From brutal conquest to silent infil-
tration into foreign spheres of influence, from the construction of
armoured vessels to the conclusion of alliances or treaties of commerce
and friendship, there is no means at the service of the expansion of
political power which has not been applied in the rivalry of States
which disputed over space, the effectives of the superior population,
and the contingents of force.

. . . No matter which way we look, we see that spaces are con-
quered and spaces are ceded. We see retrogressions and progressions
on all sides. How mad would a people be who believed that their
destiny had been decided in past centuries, at a time when the first
partitions of territories, of power and of influence among the overseas
peoples were taking place!

This opinion has often been expressed in Germany. Because in
the 16th and i8th centuries we lacked favourable opportunities to
establish colonies in the temperate zones, must we be condemned,
seated on the bank of the river of history, to let the wave which brings
well-being with it pass? There will always be master-peoples and
slave-peoples. The peoples themselves have only the choice between
being anvils and hammers. To know whether they will be the one
or the other depends on the intelligence which they possess at the
opportune moment, and upon what the world situation demands from
a people anxious for its great future. The problem of the Prussia of
the 18th century, in the midst of the continental powers of Europe,
to conquer its position as a Great Power was not different from that of
the Germany of the igth century to assert itself in the midst of world
Powers. This problem can no longer be resolved in Europe. Only
as a world Power can Germany hope to guarantee her people the soil
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